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This seminal study focuses on wooden churches built by Romanian peasants, examining the

evolution of church building from 1000-1900 in the region known as Maramures--a particularly

powerful source of Romanian cultural tradition--from an art history perspective.
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Joby Patterson, independent research scholar, is the recipient of a Fulbright Research Grant and

Smithsonian Research Fellowship.

Here, at long last, is a full and serious description of those most wonderful of all wooden churches,

those of the Maramures region straddling the Romanian-Ukrainian border. Dr. Patterson clearly

knows and loves her subject and has brought all that knowledge and love to the writing of this

book.This is a serious work of art history and excellent introduction to the subject: the development

of these churches and their relationship to the local vernacular architecture and the churches of the

wider region eastern Central Europe. It is fully illustrated with pertinent photographs, in black and

white, and diagrams, though the quality of the reproduction does leave a little to be desired. Equally

valuable, there is a full gazetteer, with the alternate place names in the various languages, where

relevant, a comprehensive schedule of buildings and a detailed map. All the book lacks is, sadly, an

index.Don't be put off by "a serious work of art history
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